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Primaris Airlines, Inc. (“Primaris”) hereby seeks leave to file this supplemental 

pleading in response to a common argument presented in the Consolidated Answers filed 

on behalf of the five competing Applications in this proceeding, and to present further 

public support of its Application for slot exemptions at Ronald Reagan Washington 

National Airport (“DCA”).1    

                                                 
1 In support of its motion for leave to file, Primaris submits that these Supplemental Comments provide the 
Department with the most current and accurate information about its projected date to begin operations and 
provides additional public support for its Application for slot exemptions to conduct twice-daily service 
between DCA and Lambert-St. Louis International Airport.  These Supplemental Comments will not 
prejudice any other Applicant in this proceeding. 
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1.  As Primaris explained in its Application and its Consolidated Answer, at n. 1, 

Primaris “is currently in the final stages of FAA certification.  Primaris expects to 

achieve its funding objectives within sixty to ninety days and thus receive effective 

authority from the Department to begin operations in the spring.”  Several competing 

Applicants urge the Department to deny Primaris’ Application because they assert it is 

uncertain when Primaris will receive FAA certification, receive effective authority from 

the Department, obtain funding necessary to receive such authority, and begin operations.  

None of these reasons warrants a rejection or denial of Primaris’ Application.  

First, Primaris expects to receive an air carrier certificate and operations 

specifications from the Federal Aviation Administration by the middle of April.   

Subsequent to the filing of Consolidated Answers in this proceeding, the FAA confirmed 

this projected timetable in a letter to the Department. 

Second, Primaris has engaged the firm of Blaylock and Partners, L.P., 

(“Blaylock”) to serve as its financial adviser and placement agent in raising up to $75 

million.  Blaylock has written a letter to the Department, which has been placed under 

seal, expressing its optimism that the funds necessary for Primaris to receive effective 

authority from the Department and begin operations will be secured within 45 to 90 days 

(between April 12 and May 27). 

Thus, if awarded slot exemptions by the Department, Primaris expects to be 

authorized and able to conduct operations using these slots within a reasonable time 



Supplemental Comments of Primaris Airlines 
Docket OST-2000-7182 
February 27, 2004 
Page 3 
 

   
  

following the Department’s decision awarding the slot exemptions.2   

2.  Primaris also submits in Exhibit PI-2 additional support for its proposal for 

twice-daily service between Lambert-St. Louis International Airport and Reagan National 

Airport.  These letters, also from key public officials and the business community, echo 

the substantial support noted in Primaris’ Consolidated Answer and included as Exhibit 

PI-1. Attached to this Supplemental Comments as Exhibit PI-2 are additional letters in 

support of Primaris’ Application from the following persons: 

 Representative William Lacy Clay (D-Mo.) 
 Representative Jo Ann Emerson (R-Mo.) 
 Carol Moody, President, St. Louis Convention & Visitors Commission 
 Kathleen T. Osborn, Executive Director, The Regional Business Council, a 

consortium of 95 CEOs of the St. Louis region’s largest mid-cap companies 
 David W. Kemper, President, Civic Progress, an organization of the CEOs of 

the 30 leading companies in St. Louis 
 Daniel P. Mehan, President/CEO of Missouri Chamber of Commerce, the 

largest statewide employer organization in Missouri 
 

Also, on February 5, 2004, the Missouri State Senate adopted Senate Concurrent 

Resolution 33, endorsing Primaris’ Application to conduct nonstop DCA-STL operations, 

by a unanimous vote of 32-0.  A copy of that Resolution, submitted by President Pro Tem 

Peter D. Kinder, is also included in this Exhibit, along with Senator Kinder’s letter to 

Secretary Mineta. 

                                                 
2 Vision 100 requires the Department to issue its decision no later than 90 days from the date of the 
Applications (January 9, 2004), or April 8, 2004.  49 U.S.C. § 41718(d).  In previous slot exemption 
proceedings, the Department has given slot recipients between 60 and 120 days to initiate operations using 
the slot exemptions.  Order 2000-7-1 (July 5, 2000)(60 days); Order 2000-7-2 (July 5, 2000)(60 days); 
Order 2001-6-20 (June 22, 2001)(approximately 120 days); Order 2002-11-20 (Nov. 27, 2002) 
(approximately 60 days); Order 2003-1-16 (Jan. 22, 2003)(90 days).  Primaris fully expects to meet the 
Department’s standard conditions. 
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 Resolution 33 was referred to the Missouri House of Representatives.  The House 

Rules Committee passed the Resolution unanimously on February 26.  The Resolution is 

expected to be adopted by the full House in the near future.   

      Respectfully submitted, 

 ___________________ 

Gregory S. Walden 
 Patton Boggs, LLP 
 2550 M Street, NW 
 Washington, DC 20037-1350 
 Counsel for Primaris Airlines, Inc. 
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